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DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN [ 


Two Young LADIES 
ately Married, Gc. 


Amy. Eclc»me,.my dear Lucy! I 
ww have long'd to ſee you. 
Lucy. Sweet Amy : I have 
had no leſs impatience for your dear 
Company. Lord! how you're aiter'd, 
methinks you ſeem more beautiful chan 
evcr.: A very Angel : 
Am. Fie, Lucy, do you begin to abuſe 
me thus already ? 
Luc. No, I vow; you appear ſuch in 
wy eye, really. 
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Am. Perhaps my new/Mantua adds tc 
my lictle Beanty : You like the Faſhion 
then? ?Tis the neweſt Stuff. 

Luc, As | hve, I never ſaw any thing 
morc pretty; fure *cis all Spaniſh Wool. 

fm. Yes, yes, the Wool 1s Spaniſh, but 
it was Dyed at Fence. 

Luc. There is no Silk;can wear neater — 
And what a de!icate.Colour ! —- For Hea- 
vers ſake, from Awhence had you this No- 
ble Preſent. ? 

Am. From whence, Lucy ? From whom 
ſhould a Vertuous Wite receive it but from 
her Husband ? 

' Luc. Oh happy you, who have ſuch a 
Husband ! wow'd I had Married a Cobler 
when I met with my Bargain. 

Am. How new, Friend ! do you repent 
already? 

. Loot. How is it poſſible I ſhowd do other- 
wiſe? Co you fee theſe Rags, and how I 
am dizer'd ? - Thus it, goes with my Hus- 
band's Wife. Let me oye, if 1 am nor 
aſhamed to appear in Publick, when I p 'r- 
czive how genteet other Women go, wh fe 
Fnsbanos are mnc!i1 inferior to mine bs. 
for Quality and Eftate. 

Am. The true Ornarnent of Wives does 
not conſiſt in Apparel, or Dreſs, as weare 


taught. by St. Peter, (for I heard this of 


Mr. 
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Mr. Flat——4 lately in a Sermon) but in 
chaſt. and -modeſt Behaviour, - and in the 
imbelliſhments of the Mind. Let the taw- 
dry Miſſes of the Times ſeek, by their 
gay Dreſs, to attract the admiration of 
many Eyes; we, that are Marry*d, onght 
to eſteem our ſelves fine enough if we 
pleaſe our Husbands only, @Þ_| 

Luc. But, in the mean time, my good 
Man, tho? he be ſo very penurious to his- 
Wife,” is other ways ſufficiently profuſe in 
waſting that fair Eſtate which I brought 


him. 


Am.*1n what ? a 

Luc. Inthoſe Debauchees which are moſt. 
pleaſing to his wicked nature, Wine, Dice, 
and Whores. 

Am. Oh! good words. 

Lac. *Tis even ſo, Amy : And when, 
at length, after a tedious expectation on 
my part, he comes home between One 
and Two in the Morning, Drunk as David's 
Sow, he lyes by me the reft of the Night 
ſnorting like a Bear. Sometimes he Vo- 


' mits inthe Bed; not to ſay more. 


Am. Hold, hold, you have faid too 
much already ; and I muſt tell you Lucy, 
you diſparage your felf in diſparaging your 
Husband. 


Lac. 
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Lac. As I hope to breath, I had as good 
have a Broom-ſtatf to my Bedfellow as 
fuch a Man. 

Am, And do; not you Scold when he 
comes home thus 2 

Luc. Ay, and reaſon good, I think ; be 
firds I want na Tongue. . 

Am.. And what does he ? 

Luc. Why, at firſt, he anſwer'd me a- 
gUN in the ſame manner, thinking, I ſup- 
poſe, to Silence me with biek Words and 
Rh de mMmortades. 

Am. Ard &did all this ſtir never end in 
biows ? 

Luc. Orce we were both ſo wel] heated, 
that we were juſt ready to fall to*r. 

Em. What do Il hear! 

Luc. He flouriſt'd his Cane, and huti'd 
aficr a vely tearing rate. 

Am. Did not yuu fear ? 

Luc. Not at all: 1 ſnatch'd up a- -Buffer- 
Stool for my defence, and had he couct'd 
me with one finger, he ſhowy have found 
I wented not hands. | 

£m. A pretiy kind of New-f.ſhion. 
Shislt, had you had but your Dittait in- 
fteau of a Launce 


7.:c. He ſhowd have found me a very 
AJlazo, 


lm. 
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Am, Alas, alas, my Lacy, this is not 
the way. 

Luc. What way wou'd you have - me 
take with him ? If he reſpets m2 not as a 

Wife, neither will 1 a him as a Hus- 
band. | 

Am. But St. Paul eaches, That Wivcs 
ought to be ſubject to theic Husbands with 
all - reverence : And St. Peter propoſes to 
our imitation the Example of Sarab, who 
calPd her Husband Lord. | 

Luc. 1 know all this ; ard beſides thar, 
the ſame Pau! commands, That Husbands 
love their Wives, as Chriſt loved his Church. 
Le: him remember his Duty, and I will 
not forget mine. 7 

Am. But. where Afﬀairs are in. that 
poſture that both cannot Rule, *is fit that 
the Wife yield to the Husband. 

Luc. But how can he be calld a Hus- 
band, who regards -me only as a Ser. 
vant ? 

Am. But tell me, Lucy, did he then 
forbear ſtriking? | 

Luc.: Yes, lie forbore ; and he did wiſe- 
1y, otherwiſe he had been foundly beaten. 

Am. But you, I Warrant, did not for- 
bear Sc »Iding. 

Luc. You may ſwear it. 

Ars, Whar did he in the mean time ? 


r us 
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Luc. Sometime he ſeenvd to ſleep Dogs- 
{leep, ſometimes he wou'd laugh and neg- 
tet me.; then he wou'd fake np an old 
- Totten Lute, on which 'there was hardly 
left three whole ſtrings, yet he wowd Fur, 
fum, on that damr'd Inſtrument, only to 
drown noiſe. g 

Am. This enraged you. | 

Luc. So far Amy, that I can hardly ex- 
preſs my Paſſion ; much ado had 1 to hold 
my hands. | 
Am. My dear Lacy, will you permit me 
fo ſdeak freely to you ? 

Luc. Moſt willingly. 

Am. You ſhall have the ſame liberty 
with me. And thus much ſeems due toorur 
old friendſhip, which was firſt contracteg, 
as I may ſay, in onr very Cradle. 

Luc. True, Amy; nos 1s there any of 
my Acquaintance more dear to 'me than 
your ſelf. eg 

Am. You muſt know then, that whar- 
ſoever your Husband proves, there is no 
means of changing. Of Old, indeed, 
there was a thing in uſe, for a Remedy 
in this caſe, calld a Divorce; but Autho- 
rity hath Abrogated that Caſltom. There 
| is now no Remedy, but that you muſt be 
his, and he yours, during Life. 
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Luc; Onr Superiors did”-i1 to remove: 
thar good Law of Separation. f 

Am. Oh, forbear ſuch expreſſions, it 
was Chriſt's Will and Pleaſure. | 

Luc. Icannot think it. 

Am. *Tis fo ; there remains therefore 
nothing now; but that both Parties endea- 
vour a mutual Peace and Concord, 'and 
that they ſtrive which ſhall conform moſt 
to each others Humour and Inclination. 

Luc. But may not I endeayour to make 
and mold him as 1 ſee fitting ? 

Am.'1 know not what you call making 
and molding ; - but of this am confident, 
that moſt Husbands, how bad ſo ever they 
are, owe much of the occaſion to their 
Wives. 

Lac. It ſeems all goes well between you 
and yours. 

Am. The very heighth of Peace and 
Quiet. 

Luc. But was it always in the ſame 
calm from the beginning ? 

Am. We never had what 1 may call a 
Storm ! *Tis true, ſome little Clouds {ſuch 
as are natural to all Mankind) might, per- 
haps, ſometynes gather, and feem to 
threaten foul Weather, unleſs prevented 
by diſcretion. Every Man hath his pecu- 
liar humour and fancy : And in truth, L- 

| EY 
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cy, every Woman hath her peculiar De- 
ſerts; which things ought always, eſpe- 
cially. in Matrimony, to be KNOWN. and ob- 
ſerved, but not hated. | Og 

Luc. You are in the right: 

Am. It happens. frequently, that Aﬀe- 
Ction decays between Husband and Wife 
before they ſufficiently know one another : 
Have a care therefore in the beginning, for 
Conjugal Love being once ſhatter'd, is 


hardly ever well united again, eſpecially 


where there have been bittex Reproaches 
between them ; where things are but new 
glued together they are eaſily disjointed, 

but if you let them fix till the Glue-be well 
dried, they become as ſtrong as if all of 
a piece. Nothing therefore ought to be 
omitted between the new Marry*'d in the 
beginning, that ſo *their actual, kindneſs 
may the better fix and ſettle ; 'and. this 
ought chiefly tro be ſought by obſequious 
and complacent Endearments, --for that 
AﬀeCtion which depends only on Beauty 
is ſeldom laſting. 

Luc. But tell me, I beſeech you, by 
what unknown Arts have you wrought 
over your Husband to ſo much Compla- 
CEnCy. 

Am. 1 will tell you, that you may uſe 
the ſame method. 

- Lys: 
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Lac. If I am able. * 
Am. There is no difficulty, if you are 

but willing, neither is it tao late, you ars 

both young enough ; and if Jam rightly in- 
form'd,. it is leſs.than a Yoan; nca ye were 

Marry'd. '...._ : 

Luc. *Tiswery true. ..: 

Am, will tell you therefare, but you 
muſt mindime. 

Luc; Moſt attentively.. - - : 

Am. My principal Care was to appear 
to my Husband always in a good humour, 
that ſol might give him no occaſion of dif- 
quiet ;*L. obferv'd his AﬀeCtions and Incli- 
nations ; I obſery'd proper times, and me- 
thods, by which he was moſt apt to be 
appeagd, or offended ; juſt as thoſe do 
who reclaim your Elephants, 'and Lions, 
and ſuch like Creatures, which are not to 
be overcome with force. _. 

Luc. Even-ſuch a Beaſt have : at home 
to deal with. 

Am, Men appear not before Elephants 
in White, nor before Bulls in Red, in re- 
gard theſe Qolaugs have been obſerved to 
exaſperate; thoſe Creatures, juft as the 
ſound of a Timbrel or Drum 1s faid to en- 
rage the Tiger, ſo far as:that he will tear 
lis own: Fleſh: for madneſs, - So. thoſe that 


ſmack 
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ſmack their Mouths, they ſtroke them, and 

clap their Necks; and by ſuch means,they 
become as gentle as a Lamb. How much 
rather - ought we to: obſerve theſe Atts to- 
wards our- Hnsbands, -to whoſe conſtant 
Society, both at Bed and Board, we are 
fatally obliged for our whoie Life ? 

Luc. Go-on:: 

Am. Theſe things « premiſed ;' -I con- 
form'd my ſelf to-him, _—_— "all OCCa- 
ſions of offence. © 

Luc. As how ? 

.- Am, Firſt, in the Aﬀairs of the Family, 
(which is indeed the pecular Province of a 
Wife)' 1 not only took care that nothing 
ſhould be wanting, but that all things 
Might be to his humour, even in. the moſt 
criminal Matters, | 

Luc. Name ſome. | 

Am. For Example : wed he loves 
this or that Diſh more than other, or his 
Diet thus or thus order'd, - or his Bed 
amade or furniflyd' after this or that man- 
ner. 

Luc. But how could you behave your 
ſelf to ſuch a Husband who is neyer at 
home, unleſs Drunk ? 

Am. Permit me and Ill tell you. If my 
Husband appear out of humohr,-I obſerve 
the time ; I meither laugh'nor jeſt, w” 
tne 
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the indiſcreet Cuſtom of ſome Wives, but 


pur ona Countenance ſuitable to his, very 
ſerious and grave. A good Glaſs repre- 
ſents -her Face -exattly who looks in it, fo 
ſhou'd a good Wife that of her Husband, 


-when affefted either with Joy or Sorrow ; 


when he is fad, ſhe ought not to appear 
pleaſed, or laugh when he laments. When 
he is angry, ſhe ought either to ſweeten 


him with ſoft Language, or in Silence ſub- 


mit to his Paſſion, till ſhe find a more pro- 
per- opportunity either to vindicate her 
ſelf, or to admoniſh him. Thus did I, if at 
any time my Husband came home in Drink; 
I uſed no Language but what was pleaſant, 
and forced him to Bed with all the little 
Tricks of Love and Fondnelſs, 

Luc. Unhappy is the condition of us 
Wives, if we muſt thus ſubmit to all the 
Extravagancies of Cholerick and Drunken 
Husbands. 

Am. As if the Sufferance were not Mu- 
tual : Come, come, Lucy, Wives have ma- 
ny faults which Husbands are compelld to 
bear with ; yet there's a time, when, in a 
ſerious manner, a Wife may Lawfully ad- 
viſe her Husband, - if the occaſion be of 
weight, but if it be about 'a Trifle, ſhe 
ought not tocontelt it. 


Luc. 
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Luc. Well, proceed. 
Am. Thus, when ſhe finds his Mind at 

liberty, neither Troubled, nor Penſive, nor 
Drunk, then 1s the time, in privatc,...and 
with obliging Language, to adviſe, or ra-- 
ther intreat him, that in this or that parti- 
cular he wowd more conſider his Eſtate, 
Health, or Reputation: Yet, asI faid, this 
Admonition muſt be deliver'd in a pleaſant - 
and obliging manner, or elſe it will.do 
more harm than filence, I bave,. uſed 
ſometimes to make a long Apology.by way 
of Preface, that he wowd not be. offended, 

if 1, Silly Woman as I am, think my ſelf 
concern'd for his Honour, Health, or good 
Condition, At other times, when in few 
words I had advigd him of ſuch things. as 

I thought convenient, I have immediately, 

of my own accord, broke off the Diſcourſe, 
and found out a moxe, pleaſing Subject. 

Ic is almoſt a general fault in our Sex, .my 

Locy, that when we have once begun to 
ſpeak of any thing, we can never _ 
when to give over. 

Lyc. Men ſay fo. 

Am. But, above alj things, I give you 
this Caution, That you never conteſt with 
your Husband before, Company, and. that 
you never complain abroad-of what's done 
at home; the Breach that happens between 

two 
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two without Witneſs, ..is not hard- to be 
compoſed, but in caſe any thing ſhouw'd 
happert of fuch-nature,. that the Wife. can 
neither endure with patience, nor prevent 
by all her intreaties,' -Civilicy requires that 
ſhe complains -to the Parents or Relations 
of her Husband, rather than to ' hee own, 
and that in ſuch a modeſt temper of Lan- 
guage, that it may appear thc is only diſ- 
pleagd at her Husbands Vice, and not his 
Perſon." Nor wouw'd Il have her difcover a!l, 
for by this: means her very Husband will 
candidly'acknowledge, and love her Civi- 
lity. ©. 72.13 ls 
Lec. The Wife that can do this, Amy, 
muſt-be a perfect Philoſopher, a very Sto- 
ick in her Paſſions. 

Am. By ſuch Behaviour, we win our 
Husbands to the like Civility and Com- 
plaiſance for us. 

Luc. Burt there are :fome Men whom n6 

good Offices can oblige. 

* Am. | am not of your Opinion. But 
ſippoſe there be, confider thus : Your 
Husþband, be he what he will, vet he is 
your Husband, and you are tryed to him 
tor Life ; it 18 therefore mnch more tolera- 
ble to endure his humour, ſuch as it is, 
or by fair means to render it ſomething 
more eaſie, than by ill Language to make 

; him 
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him worſe. What .ſay you, if. .I produce 
Examples of ſome Husbands who have 
uſed this method in reclaiming their Wives ? 
How much more convenient is it then, for 
us to obſerve towards our Husbands.? 

Luc. You will produce an Inſtance of a 
quite different Nature from my Husband. 

Am. There is a Gentleman of my Ac- 
quaintance, one of ſingular Learning, and 
very accorpliſh*d Parts, who not . many 
years fince marry*d a 'handſom young Girl. 
of 'about Sixtcen years of Age : She had 
been conſtantly Educated at home in the 
Country, where you know the Gentry de- 
light moſt to abide for the conveniency of 
Hunting and Hawking, He had always 
deſired a Wife of that condition, Un- 
taught and Innocent, that ſo he might with 
lefs difficulty form her to his own humour. 
They were no ſooner Marry*d, butihe be- 
gan -to Inſtruct her in Grammar, Muſick, 
. and ſuch like Arts, that might be of furure 
advantage. Theſe things were new to her, 
who having been bred at Eaſe, and unac- 
quainted with all Converſation or Diver- 
tiſements, but whar ſhe had been uſed to 
among her Fathers Servants, found her ſelf 
quickly tired with her Husband's Docu- 
ments. She began to be ſtubborn, and 
when he urged her to her Duty, ſhe wowd 
weep 
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weep "Virzer ly, ; and take on in fich an ex- 
fravagant, manner, .that fornetimes ihe 
wowd caſt ber ſelf on the, ground, as imy 
patient, of Life, When . hex Husband taw 
there was na.end of thisunreaſonable Beha- 
viour, dilſz;abling however kis: diſguit, he 
invites her to accompany him to ber Fa- 
chers in the Country, for the Divertiſe- 
ment of a . Summers: Journey. , This mo- 
tion was vexy.. grateful ro-ber; being ar- 
rived there, he Rides our one Morning co. 
Hunt wich the F -ather, leaving his. Wite 
Home with her, Mother and Siſters. Sag 
ing in the Field, he draws the Father from; 
the other. Company, and | compleining, 
tz!ls him, That he hoped. to have found, in: 
his Daughter no fmall Comfart and Eaſe to- 
the remaining part of his Lite, bur that he 
had found her, much againit his expeCtas : 
ton, continually i Tears, - ailways Diſcon-.. 
renced and diſcontenting him, and Deat- 
ro his Advice; he deſires bim therefore, co 
ufe his Authority toward the Reformation 
of her untrattable Humour. The Father 

eplies, Thar he had given up his Daughter 
waolly to his Government, and that if he 
fougd his; Words ineffettual, he ſhowd ule 
what other means be pleaſed, and. reduce 
her by force... I know my Power, and 
what I may do, 1ays the Sonwn-Laiy, _ 
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1 am unwilling to uſe ſuch extremity to one 
that I love ſo tenderly as I do your Daugh. 
ter ; I defire rather that ſhe fhould under- 
ſtand her Atty from your Perfwaſions, and 
the Authority of a Parent, Within two of 
three days after this, the Father finds his 
Daughter alone, and, with many frowns, 
begins with reminding her bow, that ſhe 
having fo httle Beauty of either Mind or 
Body to recommend her, that he often 
had diſpair'd of ever getting her a Hus- 
band ; that having now procured her {uck 
an Invidiovs Match, and made her happy 
with much Induſtry, yet ſhe, not,confider- 
ing what he had done for her, nor the va- 
lue of ſuch a Husband, who, 'had he rat 
been of a wondcrful good Nature, would 
hardly have received her into the number 
of his Servents ; and ſhe ro Rebel thus! 
In ſhort, he ſeem'd ſor moved, that he 
hardly forbore firiking : For you muſt 
know, this Father was a Man of ſuch a 
ready Wir, and ſuch quick Parts, that he 
wonld Perſonare any Character or Paſſion 
as he plead. The Daughter hereupon, 
parily overcome with Fear, and partly 
With a true ſence of her own Guilt, caſts 
iicr ſelf at her Fathers Knees, begs his Par- 
Jon tor the pait, and aſſures tiim of her 
tuture Duty ; on thoſe Conditions he Par- 
dons, and Promiſes his Aﬀettion. - Luc, 
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Luc, Well, but how was this perform'd ? 

Am, The Girl being parted from her 
Farther, returns to lier Husbands Cham- 
'ber, where finding him alone, ſhe falls at 
his feet, wititheſe expreſſions : Sir, [ bave 
net hitherto non 5 Th you vr my ſelf as 1 
ought, but for the future you ſhall ſee me nothing 
lefs than - what T have been; T beg you would 
forget my paſt Behaviour. ' At theſe words 
the Husbaiid raisd her with a Kiſs, and 
promis'd mighty Matters on her amend- 
ment. = CS. 
 - Enic. And did ſhe alter her Behaviour ? 

Arm. Never was any Woman more hum- 
ble all the following part of her Life ; 
fibre was nothing her Husband cou'd'de- 
fire, but ſhe flew to obey him” with the 
- greateſt alacrity imaginable : So great, 
and fo intire, was their AﬀecCtion from that 
time. Within a few years after this, ſhe 
freely acknowledged her ſelf infinitely 
Happy in ſuch a Husband ; and that with- 
out him, ſhe had been the moſt wretched 
of Women. | 

'Twric. Such Husbands as this, are as rare 
as Black Swans or White Crows. 

Am. Þ11 tell yon now another paſſage, 
which happer'd bur lately in this City——- 
But I fear you are rir'd with this Sabjcct. 
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Lac. Oh, nat at all : Yonr; Diſconrſe, 
.my dear Amy, . can never tire the Hearer. 
Am. Away,: away,.-you. Railly = 
. There 15 a Perſon of :no- mean Quality, ,but 
he ſhat]. be Nameles, whayging much 
,aJdicted. to Hunting, as. moſt*care of his 
Condition, meruaccidentally,,one day, with 


a Count tx. Girl,of 'Exquiſite Beauty, which, 
\by the Pqyergy of her Mother. was not at 
£911 diiviſhvg,;,, The Jolly Hunter fell deſ- 
Perately, wn oe. at. the fixlt fight, he fre- 
quented thoſe Parts continually on. the 

account of; this Paſſion,: tho? tis pretence 

was Hunting. His Wife, ;a, Lady of. ſin- 
gular Virtue . and Diſcretion, / fiuſpecting 
F5Omething, without much difficaity faypd 
out the. Intrigue. , She rakes 'occafion to 
ſe the Houte, ſhe views their Beds, taſts 

their Drink, enquires into-their.[Diet, and 
finds.nothing of. Furniture, , nothing of Con- 
.yeniency, but all ſigns of a miſerable Penu- 
ry and Want. She returns home; and the 

next day. brings with. her an excellent. Silk 
Quilt, a Treat of Sweer-Meats,. Drinking. 
Plare, and Silver Diſhes; theſe ſhe left ar 
the Country. Cottage, with. ſome Money, 
requeſting rhe Old Woman, that whenever 
rhe Gentleman came, ſhe- ſhould Treat 
him with more Ceremony, - difſembling her 
fe!f, in the mean time, to be his Silter, and 
not 
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notthis Wife. Some few davs after this, the 
Husband gives his Country Mitreſs a Stoln 
Viſit; he is amazed to fee the Poor Hovel 


.furniſt'd after fo unuſual'a manner, and 


ſo many rich Moveables in _— Corner. 
He-inquires the ſurprizing Cauſe, . and is 
told, That a ,'certain Lady of- Quality, a 
Relation of his, but ' whoſe Name they 
knew not, had ſent them all-in, with Or- 


' dersto Treat him after a more: Honourable 


faſhion than formerly. He begins -to - ſa{. 
pet his Wife had a hand in this, ani at his 
return queſtions ' her upon the Point; ſhe 
confeſſes all. He demands further, How 


-the came to be fo wondrous kind to Ac- 


commodate that Houſe with ſuch Furni- 


ture? My Dear, fays ſhe, you having © 


been always uſed to Splendid and Noble 
Entertainments, and I finding how poorly 
you were recerved there, I thought it my 
Duty to takes Care, that when you are 
minded to make thoſe Viſits, they might 


'be.'able .to give' you a Reception more 


ſuitable ro your Quality. 

Exc. Oh! Miracle of a good Wife! Had 
I been concerr?d, inftead of a Quilt 1 
would have brought him a Truſs of Thorrs 
and Briers to lye on. 
- Am. Hear the concluſion : The Hus- 
band diſcoyering, by this Action, ſuch a 
(weet 
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fweet and obliging Nature in his Wife; dig, 
of himſelf, forbear all his o!d De bauchery, 
and became the moſt faithful Husband ima- 
ginable. —— 1 PR you Know AC . 
Baill. | : 

Luc. Very well. 

Am. He, as you know, heing in the 
prime flourith of his Youth, Marry*d a 
Wife of declining Years. 

Luc. You mean he Marry'd A - good 
Eftace, nota Wife. 

Am. Let it be ſo then. Soon after the 
Marriage, be began to be weary of his 
Wife, and fell deſperately in love with a 
young Beauty of the Town, at whoſe 
Logdgings he frequented continually, rare- 
ly either Eating or Sleeping at Home. 
What wou'd you have dons in this caſe ? 

Luc. I wow'd have dragd her by the 
Hair about the Streets. And for him, had 
I ſeen him going on ſich a Viſit, I won'd 
have Crown'd his Head with a full Cham- 
þer-Pot ; and in that Ornamental Pickle he 
ſhow'd have ſonght a Miſtreſs. 

Am. But his Wife acted more diſcreetly. 
She invites her Rival to her own Houſe ; 
ſhe receives ber in the moſt obliging man- 
' ner imaginable. Thus ſhe procured her 
Husbands Company, without any other. 
Charm tian that of ſeeing his Miltrels - 

is 
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his own Houſe ; andin caſe he ſhouw'd-ſome- 
times Sup with her abroad, his Wife wou'd 
not fail to ſend them ſome good Treat, 
and bid them be Merry. | 

Luc. I wowd ſooner dye than be my 
Husbands Bawd. | | 

Am. You do not. conſider, Lucy,.that this 
way is much more ſecure and ealte, chan 
by injurious Language to cxalperate him 
ftill more, and give occaſion of a laſting 
Quarrel for Life. 

Lc. I confeſs it the Icfs Evil, but I cowd 
never be able to act wich fo. much Pa- 
LIence. "— 

Am. 1} will give you one Example more, 
and 1 have done with particulars. Our 
Ncighbour here at the next Door, an ho- 
neft_ good Man as breaths, bur a little too 
ſubject to Paſſion, happer'd Yother day, in 
a ſudden hear, ro ftrike his Wife, a Wo. 
man of a ſweet temper, who, without de- 
lay, retires to her Cloſet, and there weeps 
molt bitterly ; the only way ſhe uſed ro 
vent her Sorrow. It was not Jong after, 
that ſome occaſion or other brought her 
Husband thither, who finding hep in that 
poſture, bas means (ſays he) theſe Baby 
rzars ? leave for ſhame, Her aniwer wes 
prudent and obliging ; Your unkundns is of 
thai nature, that I am forced either to regret it 
| tu 3 
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thns, or (like other Women) in Clamour and 
Reproaches' : I chooſe this' way, Sir, as moſt 
conſiſtent with your Honour and my own Love. - 
With theſe Words ſhe roucl”d her Husbands 
very Soul, 'who, in a *thoufand kind  ex- 
preſſions, made a ſolemn Promiſe never to 
be guilty. in that nature again ; nor was 
he. | 

L«c. T-have often defired thus much of 
my Husband for many reaſons. 

Am. Yet you are till at variance with- 
him.  INY 
- Luc. What -woutd you have me do ? 

Am. In the. firſt place, conſider calmly 
with your ſelf the nature of thoſe things 
which you complain of, and you will find 
you ought not to reſent them ſo heinouſly, 
bur rather paſs them over ' in 'filence'; and 
be allured, bis Mind will, of necefficy, be 
reformyd-by obliging Behaviour ; you will 
certainly-wholly ſubdue his temper to your 
deſires, or, at leait, you will live much * 
more comfortably than at preſent. 

Luc, He is ſo Salvage, that no good 
Otnces can ever oblige him. 

£21: Oh, ſay not ſo: The wildeſt Crea- 
cures that are may be reclaim'd by Endea- 
vours ;- Diſpair not then of any Man. 
Try the Experiment but ſome Months, and 
then: blame me if you find my Counſel 

unſuC- 
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unfacce{ful. There are ſome fanics which 
vou ought to avoid with more particular 
Care : Above all, rake clpecial heed that 
you never aartel in Bed, let al! there be 
kind and obliging ; for if that plec?, which 
is in all Nations eſteen'd Sacred to Love 
and Pleature, become profancd wich Hate 
and Diſcord, © you lote the beff means of 
renewirg Toft Aﬀeftion. There are ſome 
Wives of fuch unquier remper, that in the 
moſt raviſhin Enjoyment they cannot tor- 
bear ro $cold.and Wrangle, cha: 1ging very 
Pleaſire ir {ef into Wormwood, and by 
their implacable Behaviour, corrupting 
that good Medicine which 1s uſually the 
beſt Lure for Diſconteur. 

Luc. I muſt confeſs I have done thus of- 
ren. 


oo 
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A Wife ought, at all crimes, to avoid 
a! ay | activ that myy be et co her 
Husband ; but chiefly in Loves ſoftett 
Minures., 

Lc. True, oa Husband : But Any, 1 
have to do with a very Brute, 

Am. Fie, fie, forbear itt Language ; 
moſt bad Husbands, as I ſaid before, owe 
much of the occaſion to their Wives. Bur 
05 proceed : : Thoſe who are Vergd in rhe 
ol Poetick Fables, tells us of ens Cef? its 


- Which was a Girdle, in which was Quilted, 
D with 
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W:th abundance of | exquiſite Art, all chat 
was powerful in procuring or reſtoring 
Love ; and this Girdle ſhe wore continu- 
ally when ſhe enjoy*d her Husband. 

Luc. I know the Fable. 

Am. But know the Moral too. 

Luc. Speak it. 

Am. We are Taught by this old Tale, 
Lucy, that a Wife ought to employ all her 
Faculties moſt aſſiduouſly to oblige her 
Husband in Bed, by which means ſhe will 
infallibly heal all breaches, or decays of 
Conjugal Aﬀection, and expe! all Clouds 
of Neglect or Diſpleaſure that may be ga- 
thering in his thoughts, 

Luc. But where can we poor Women 
procure this Divine Caſt us ? 

Am. You need not Conjure for it. There 
are no Charms requiſite to obtain it, but 
only thoſe of Behaviour, and a ſweet obli- 
ging Temper. 

Luc. *Tis impoſſible for me to comply 
with ſuch a Husband-as I am Curgd with. 

Am. *Tis your own fault that he is ſuch. 
Suppoſeit were in your, power (as they ſay 
of Circe) to transform your Husband to a 
Brawin or Bear,” wou'd you doit? 

Luc. *Tis a hard Queſtion : I know not 
what to aniiver, 


Arms. 
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Am. How ! Not know ? What, had 
you rather have a Brawn for your Bedfel- 
low than a Man ? 

Luc, No ſure ; Pd rather have a Man. 

Am. But ſuppoſe further, that you were 
able, by ſome Circean Art, or otherwiſe, 
to reform your Husband from a Drunkard 
to a Man of Morals, from a profuſe Pro- 
digal to a Purcbaſer, and from an fdle 
Drone to an induſtrious Bee, wou?d yolt 
not do it ? 

Luc. Undoubtedly I wou'd : But who 
will reach me theſe Arts ? 

Am. You need no Teacher, the Art is 
yours already, you only want a Will to 
uſe it. Never think whether you ſhou'd 
reſpect your Husband as ſuch, he is ſuch 
whether you will or not; but hor to make 
him - better, that ſhowd employ your 
thoughts. They ſay all things have two 
Handles : You regard only your Husbands 
faults and imperfections, which your own 
averſion does continually aggravate ; by 
this Handle you always take him up, but 
thus you can never hold him. View ra- 
tner, and conſider his Accompliſhments 
and Virtues, by this Handle you may hold 
him faſt; thus, if you take him, he's 
. your own for ever, {we proper tim? to 
ſearch into his faults, had been before vou 
Married. D 4 Had 


( 
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-— ————Had you been wiſe, 
You had choſe your Husband from your Ears, 


(n& Eyes. 


*1is now too late to accuſe his faults, but 
nar too late to cure them. 

Luc, What Woman ever Married, or 
choſe a Husband by her Ears, 1 wonder : e 

Am. She Marries by her, Eyes, who 
eakes a Man only for Shape and Beauty : 
bit ſhe: who guides her love by wit ſhe 
h-ars of his good Name and Reputation, 
clioovies a Husband by her Ears, and acts 
much more diſcreetly. 

Lic. You adviſe weil ; but *tis too late, 
My. 

Am. Not at all too late to endeavour to 
mend a bad Husband ; I wiſh you had a 
( ge by him, that wouw'd conduce nuich 

o make up the breach. 

Luc. l have a Child. 

Am. How ! a Child ! Since when ? 

Luc, Long enough. 

Am, Prithee how old ? 

zc. Aimoſt feven Months. 

Am, Why this is wonderful ; do you 
breed Children in three Months time ? 

I.uc. No. Why ? 
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Am. You mult of neceflicy, if we com- 
pute the time from your Wedding, 

Luc. That's true. Biir you! muſt 
know, I had had ſome Diſcourſe with him 
before we Marry*d. 

Am. Diſcourie, Lacy ! I never knew be- 
fore that Children were got by Diſcour- 
ſing. 

Lac. Pll cell you all. During our time 
of Wooing, ke happer*d one day to find 
me alone in my Chamber, where, not 
dreaming of his Vitie, I had fer my felf 
cloſe: to Work on my Bed-lide ; he ſeeing 
the opportunity fair, began 0 play the 
Rogue, and tickle me, in a jeſting man- 
ner. Now you muit know, | am extream 
tickliſh, and not being able to endure his 
Fingers, I. fell all along as in an cxtaſje ; 
he, it ſeems, purſned nis point, and almoſt 
{mothered me with Kifles. What he did 
befide I do not well know, but Pm fare 
ehat ſoon aſter I found a great alteration, 
a thouſand Qualmes, and all the figns of a 
breeding Woman. 

Amy. A very famous Hiſtory But how 
can you, Lucy, find in your heart to hare 
that Man, who can get you with Child in 
a jeſting manner ? What cow'd he do think 
you, when he applies himſelf ro Work in 
earneſt ? 


' Luc 
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Luc. Nay, Pm with Child again alrca- 
dy. 

Am. Brave, I proteſt ! You ſee a good 
Plowman, and a rich apt Soil, make a 
quick Harveſt. 

Luc. Ay, ay, he performs this way bet- 
ter than I deſire, 

Am. Few Wives are of your Mind. 
But rell me one thing more, is the Conju- 
gal Debt duly paid at preſent ? 

Luc. No, I have ſtopp'd all Payments. 

Am. He 1 is the leſs then to þe'blamed 
for Rambling. Is your Child Male or Fe- 
male ? 

Luc. A delicate Boy. 

Am. That Boy ought to make you 
Friends ; and it will be <ffected n;:doubtr- 
edly, if you wou'd but yield a little. 
What do other People fay. of your Hus- 
band ? What Character has he abroad ?. 

Luc. He is reported abroad to be of a 
moſt obliging Behaviour, kind, liberal, 
and an excellent Friend to thoſe that love 
him. 

Am. Thus far there's hope : 1 ſee he 1s 
without Door what you cou'd wiſh him. 

Lc. But to me only he 1s quite other- 
Wiſe. 


"0 
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Am. However, be you ſuch to him 
as I adviſed, and it you do'noy find 
him become the fame Man \to you 
too, never give me credit. | Your 
Husband is but young, (1 gueſs him 
abour four and twenty) he cannot 
yet know well what it 1s to be a 
Houlſe-keeper, and all the Duties that 
belong to that Name. Think thus, 
Lucy, and do not think of Separa- 
t10n. Eos 
Luc. T cannot forbear it, my Life 
is ſo uneaſtie. 

Am. *Tis 1mpoſlible 
defire it, if you wou'd but rightly 
conſider what a wretched Creature a 
Wife is when parted from her Hus- 
band, and how Excellent her Cha- 
ratter who Loves and Obeys. 
ture requires, and God commands, 
that the Wife depend wnolly on her 
Be aſlured, a Husband is 
juſt like an Eſtate; you have both 
one, and it you loſe that, you muſt 
ſtarve, or live without any. 


Jaſt place, think. of your poor Child, 


Husband. 


you ſhou'd 


Sage 
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the Common Intereſt - of both his 
Parents: How wewd you diſpoſe 
of -him ? Wowd you take him wirk 
ou? Then you diſpofteis and rob 
is Father. Wowd you leave him 
behind you 2 Then FT know you re- 
tinquith- rhe - deareft Treafure you 
have. Pray anſwer me one Queſt- 
on; have yon any back*Friends, 
that wou'd rejoyce to fee you miſe- 
rablec ? | 

Euc;'Yes, ſome. TI have a true 
Morher-in-Law for one ; and' to 
match her, there is my Husbands 
Mother as very a Devil as her 
felt. | 

Am. Are they very malicious ? - 

Luc! T believe they have wild 
me ruin'd a thouſand times. 

Am, And woud you gratify their 
Malice ? You do it abundantly in a 
Separation. What thing can be 
more pleaſing to them than to ſee 
you live forſaken; a Widow : Nay, 
worſe than a Widow ; for Widows 
may Love, and Marry again where 
they 
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' they fancy, \ \which you can never 
hope for. _ x 


Lac. I approve .your Counſel, my 
dear Amy; and wou'd'practife it, bur 
I am diſcourag'd to think of ſuch" 
tedious labour. Ea 7 


—— 
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' "4, You have a prefiy " Partct 
here," that: ſpeaks' ſome” Words &x- 
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nee plain ; have. you been, TY 


ng, hi 3 ? 


"Luc. O Lord, aye ; ws Bird had 


NF me 4 World of Pains and Pa- 


ftence. FA 

Am. And can you. think the uri 
dertaking tedious, when you endea- 
vour torreclaim a Husband; in whofs 
Society 'you may ſpend your whole 
Life with Pleaſure ? Can you take 
pains fo teach a Parrot, and not ecn- 
deavour to win a Husband by kind 
Language ? What pains do fome Men 
take to break a Horſe, and rake 
E him 
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him cafie ? Be aſſured, Lucy, it de- 


ſerves more pains to make your 
Husband kind. 


Lac. What wou'd you have me 


do ? 


Am. Pl tell you in few Words. 
Take care that all things within 
Doors be neat, and in good order, 
that ſo he may not be Sick of Home, 
Let your Behaviour be affable and 
familiar, yet always within the It- 
wits of that Reverend eſteem you 
owe a Husband. Be neither too ſad, 
nor airy ; neither too Coy, nor Wan- 
ton. Let his Diet be Choice, and 
well Drefs'd. Obſerve what he likes 
beſt, and provide that often, Ob- 
ſerve what Company he moſt. fa- 
vours, and Invite them continually ; 
Treat them, and Oblige them often. 
Let all fuch Entertainments be gen- 


tile and pleaſant, nothing to be then - 


wanting ; but icaſt of all, Mirth and 
good Humour. And when at any 
| time 
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time you find him Merry with a 
Glaſs too much, or ſo, if he begins 
to Tune his Lute, be you alſo ready 
with your Voice, to make a Con- 
ſort. Thus, by degrees, you will 
teach him to delight to be at Home, 
and conſequently, to avoid a World 
of needleſs Expences ; for he muſt of 
neceſſity, in a ſhort time, conſider 
thus : Am not 1 a Mad-man to be fo 
often abroad, Debauching away both 
my Eſtate and” Reputation, among a 
Company of rotten Whores, filthy Crea- 
tures, equally unſound in Mind and 
Body, when I bave here at Home a 
Wife of ſuch a temper, ſo infinitely be- 


yond them all for Beauty, Touth, and 


Wit ; aud what is more conſiderable, a 
faithful Wife, and one that loves me 


fo entirely, and in whoſe Company I 


ean enjoy what delights T pleaſe, with- 
out Scandal or Hazard ? 


E 2 Lnc, 
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Luc. Well, ſuppoſe I ſhowd a& 
thus as you Adviſe, oF. I fear Suc- 
ceſs. 


Am. Truſt to me : Ill take it up- 
'on iy ſelf if you fail. In the mean 
time, PII go 'and begin with hum ; 
Vil teach him his Duty too. 


Am, T love you for that ; but. for 
God's ſake, take heed our 'Conſulta- 
tion Le not diſcovered. If he ſhou'd 
{moak us, he'd run into all the Ex- 
Tray 2GanccS of Bedlam. | 


As Fear not that, you ſhall ſce 


will "manage my Words with ſuch 
Cunning, that himſelf ſhall begin 
the Diſcourſe, and tell me all your 
Diſcords : Then will I handle him 
in ſuch a manner, and uſe ſuch Ar- 
gaments, that ] "doubt not \ but to 
leave him in a better humour for 
your a-vantage, than I found him, 
I will only mention you by the by, 
as 
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as one that I hear loves him with a 
perfe&t AﬀeXQion. 


Luc, Proſper th' Event ſweet Hea- 
Ven. 
Am. — Do not ſuſpeCt; 


Heaven will not fail, unleſs your felf 
(neglect. 


— 


